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best collections of cerebral angiograms and excel- 
lent sections on carotid artery dissection, ocular 
vascular disorders and ischaemia pathophysiol- 
og~ I felt the book was unfortunately somewhat 
dated. This is perhaps best illustrated by the fact 
that 47% of the references in the current con- 
troversies chapter predated 1980. It was also 
perhaps surprising to find recommendations to 
routinely use ankle saphenous vein reinforced 
with a Teflon sheath (as opposed to groin vein or 
a prosthetic patch), predictions that MRI angiog- 
raphy would become the future "gold standard" 
(based on a 1989 reference), recommendations to 
correct carotid artery disease in patients with 
vertebrobasilar symptoms, a preference for con- 
ventional film angios as opposed to IADSA, no 
suggestion that operations might be performed 
on the basis of Duplex findings alone and that the 
need for non-invasive assessment (Duplex or 
IVDSA) was minimal in patients in whom con- 
ventional angiography was anticipated. 
Carotid artery research, investigation and 
intervention is currently one of the most complex 
and rapidly changing fields in medicine and as 
such there is a valuable role for a comprehensive 
overview text like this. While I enjoyed reading 
many of the practical aspects and surgical tips 
amassed by Sundt in his career, for this textbook 
to remain competitive against its opposition (and 
still be brilliantly simplistic) it has to combine the 
undoubtedly immense contributions made by 
Sundt and his colleagues in the past with current 
and ongoing developments and innovations. In 
that way the legacy of Thoralf Sundt might 
justifiably continue well into the next 
millenium. 
A.R. Naylor 
Leicester, U.K. 
Clinical Applications of Doppler Ultrasound, 
2nd Ed. 
K.J.W. Taylor, P.N. Burns and P.N.T. Wells, Eds. 
Lippincott-Raven, 1995. 399 pages, price 
£148.50. 
With the advent of colour imaging in the last 
decade, Duplex ultrasound has become a major 
imaging modality with multiple clinical applica- 
tions. The three editors and 17 co-authors in this 
greatly expanded 18 chapter second edition offer 
a comprehensive r view of the current state of 
Duplex ultrasonography. 
The first five chapters on instrumentation a d 
technique xplain difficult physical concepts with 
depth and clarity, and include a helpful section 
on Doppler artefacts. The next 12 chapters deal 
with specific clinical applications of Duplex 
ultrasound. All of these include examination 
technique, a discussion of clinical aspects and 
uses, and colour and spectral analysis with fully 
integrated colour plates. All are written by 
experts in the field, are up to date, concise and to 
the point. 
There are only three chapters devoted specifi- 
cally to vascular imaging. The section on sonog- 
raphy in lower extremity ischaemia, although 
short, is thorough and well written, giving a brief 
but fairly detailed overview of the strengths and 
limitations of Duplex in arterial assessment with 
particular eference to graft surveillance. Venous 
imaging concentrates mainly on the diagnosis of 
deep venous thrombosis. This is covered well 
and comprehensively, but there is little reference 
to other venous problems, with one page on 
saphenous vein mapping and no discussion of 
the assessment of chronic venous insufficiency. 
The chapter on cerebrovascular imaging by 
Zweibel, a doyen of vascular Duplex, more than 
adequately covers all standard aspects of the 
topic, as would be expected. There is, however, 
disappointingly ittle new information. While a 
detailed discussion of transcranial Doppler is 
clearly beyond the brief of the chapter and 
references are given, this important topic is 
covered in only two short paragraphs. Some 
mention of the current debate about the appro- 
priate Duplex criteria that should be used for 
grading stenosis would have been welcome; 
there is also a rather negative view of plaque 
morpholog)5 and the colour images are for the 
most part "pixelly" and antiquated. 
The other chapters deal with more general 
topics including paediatric, hepatic, renal obstet- 
ric and gynaecological ultrasound, as well as 
newer, more specialised and now well recognised 
applications uch as penile doppler and organ 
transplantation. The section on the kidney 
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includes an excellent review of the current state 
of play in the use of Duplex to diagnose renal 
artery stenosis. The book concludes with a short 
chapter on ultrasound contrast agents. All chap- 
ters are fully and comprehensively referenced 
and indexed and there is a useful Doppler 
glossary at the end. 
This is an excellent, well-written, readable and 
useful book which provides an up to date, 
detailed review of current aspects of colour 
duplex sonography in a single source. High 
quality colour Duplex ultrasound is now a 
standard facility in many departments, and this 
book is strongly recommended as a invaluable 
reference text for any general radiologist or 
sonographer with a serious interest in Duplex. It 
contains much, however, that is extraneous tothe 
specific needs and interests of the dedicated 
vascular surgeon or imager, who, if interested, 
would be better served with a specific vascular 
Duplex text such as Zweibel or Polak (Introduc- 
tion to Vascular Sonography. Zweibel W, Ed. W.B. 
Saunders, 1992, 3rd ed.; Peripheral Vascular 
Sonography. Polak J.F. Williams and Wilkins 
1992). 
K.-T. Khaw 
London, U.K. 
The Endothelium in Cardiovascular Disease 
T.F. Luscher, Ed. Springer, 1995. 197 pages, price 
DM 148. 
The explosive advance of science in cerebral and 
molecular biology has lead to new interest and 
re-examination f older approaches in the patho- 
biology of vascular diseases. I was looking 
forward to reviewing this book in view of recent 
suggestions that the endothelial cell might be a 
key player in mainstream cardiovascular diseases 
apart from haemolytic ureamic syndrome and 
possibly adult respiratory distress yndrome in 
which it has already been substantially 
implicated. 
The editor is a well respected senior figure in 
the field from Berne in Switzerland and he has 
assembled a mostly European authorship for this 
book which should be viewed as a collection of 
articles. It is indeed a mixed bag; some of these 
articles take the form of brief review and others 
present mostly primary data. There is a good deal 
of experimental studies in animal models and 
some physiological experiments mostly in nor- 
mal human volunteers. There are rather few 
studies in this book on a series of patients with 
established cardiovascular disease. 
The major disappointment provided by this 
book is its ambitious title and limited scope. Of 15 
chapters, 10 are limited to endothelin with two on 
calcium antagonists and two on nitric oxide. This 
is clearly a very limited view of the role of 
epithelium and perhaps the monograph would 
have been better entitled "an investigation i to 
endothelin'. 
Even for the vascular academic with an interest 
in the endothelial biology there are not too many 
pearls in this publication. Scherrer's review of the 
cardiovascular effects of insulin is certainly very 
worthwhile. However, I do regret hat many of 
the exciting developments of our knowledge of 
the endothelium in cardiovascular disease are not 
covered. The reader looking for clarification of 
the role of endothelial ctivation in claudication, 
established atherosclerotic disease, restenosis 
after intervention, the significance of circulating 
endothelial cell markers or evidence whether 
such correlations between endothelial markers 
and clinical disease are cause, effect, or a epiphe- 
nomenon, or other exciting development i  inter- 
actions between the endothelium, platelets and 
leukocytes should be advised to look elsewhere. 
EChan 
Sheffield, U.K. 
Lower Extremity Vascular Disease 
K. Ouriel, Ed. W.B. Saunders, 1995. 440 pages, 
price £99. 
It was a pleasure to review this multi-author 
book. As the Editor states in the preface "the goal 
of this text is to provide a relatively compact, 
readable and up-to-date source that provides 
comprehensive coverage of lower extremity vas- 
cular pathology". In 440 pages the authors give 
an up-date coverage of the current status of lower 
extremity vascular disease and they have 
achieved their goal. The text is well written with 
Eur J Vasc Endovasc Surg Vol 12, July 1996 
